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appeared presented his er enﬁak, took tha oath
by the constitution and his seat. A T
A committee from the House of Representatives announcc
to the Senate, that the Hquse of Repmsentahves was organiz-
ed and ready to proceéd to business. B, O
Mr. Wallace presented the petiti - individual:
praying that Franklin B. Sexton, a citizen of the t w;u of 'San
Augustine, under the age of'twenty-one years, be permitted to
practice law, which was read and laid on the e.
Mr. Cuny introduced a Joint Resolution for the relief of the
citizens of Texas, who had their propert
off by the Mexican government dnnng"_ e revaluuoni read Ist

time.
A committee from the House of Re eaan;auvé
the Senate to meet the Hause,m tk%e }ﬁ ’
3 o'clock to-day, for the pnrpgs "" of electing a Seenaﬁor rep-
resent the Sm,te of Texas, in the Congress of the United States;
Messrs, Parker, Perkins and Williams were appointed a
committee to inform the House of Representatives, that the
Senate accept the invitation of the House of Representatives
to go into the election of a Samtor to the Umted States Con-
gress, at 3 o’clock to-day.
A message was received from the House of Repmsentam es
through its Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the
that a committee cnnmstmg of Messrs Wlhe, Webb and Tay-
lor had been appointed on the part of the House to act in wn-
junction “ﬂthaﬁa ike commlttee ‘on the part of tk pmw, to
wait on His Exce]lenc) , the Governor, a.nd inform him that the
two Houses were organized and mdy to recei% afny commu-
1 he might have tomake. -
 The committee appointed to act in conJunotion with a like
committee on the part of the House to inform his llency
- the Governor, of the organization of both Houses of the Leg-
islafure, asked leave of absence to perform that duty, which
N '.:_':_'_," L tﬁdo e :-
~ The committee returned and re ad duty pérfmpd, 2
HisFE ellency the Governor informed them, that he wou
ake a communication to both H&m of the L 2 !
%oeloc,kto-da, 1 ,
nessa m reeei?rred from the Heusa !;hrom irlﬁ Chmf

u!
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great Creator and Ruler of the Universe. Let usi voke a con-
tinuance of the favors n_,-,' eaven, and so conduct ¢ ur
a people that we may deserve its bounties. o
As my official connection with ou is about to term n
making this communleq,;wn. imposed upon me by thaﬁ,fléilﬁn-
tution, I will confine it chiefly to such measures as have heen
acted upon since the adjournment of our last eglsla.ture';, ea-
ving it with my successor to direct your attention to suchnthqr
subjects for your cnnmderation as he may think requires legis-
tive action. e
About the close of the last session of our Legslature, it was
announced that the Mexican army had commenced hostilities
against the United States by attacking her troops on the
Rio Grande within the limitsof the State of Texas. At the
same time a requisition was made upon the Execative of Tex-
as for two thousand men to aid in the defence of our country.
That call npon the chivalry and patriotism of our citizens was
nobly re Iffanded to by them. The termination of the campaign
against nterey wh;ch redounded s0 much to the glory of
this nation, aud the part taken in it by our eitizen soldiers is
well known toyou rﬂUmversal and almost unparalleled suc-
cess has crowned the American arms, since the commence-
ment of theMexican war, and proclaimsthe justnessofour cause.
The battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monieray'
Buena Vista, Vera Cruz, Cerro Gorda and the city of Mexico,
have entwined new laurels around the American name, and
confirms the well placed conﬁdance of our government and
people in the bravery and patriotism of our regular and
citizen soldiers. It is interesting to theChristian and the benevo-
lent to see the humanity with, which this war has been con-
ducted onthe partof the American Government; a war, too,
;whmh has been forced upon us by that vain-glorious nation, by
the many injuries whichshe has heaped upon citizensofthe Uni-
ﬂﬂmcs,andtheinsnlts which she s sorepeatedly offeredto
our officers and Government, and y. by attacking and ma-
king war upon our army within our own territory. But why
should | recur to facts which are so ﬁnllla.r toyou all? Itis

necessary to make an argument to justify this Wm%ﬁu’e

the people of Texas. We have all seen and felt the injustice
S Q.udfully justify every act of our Government to-.
t people. If we could consent to take any exception
tothe conrse pursued, it would be against the forbearance
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shewn by our Government, and its long submission to the re-
pezted insults offered our ministers sent to treat with Mexico
for an amicable adjustment of all disputes between the two na-
tions, a course which was dictated doubtless by a feeling of
humanity. towards a vain and weak people. It is the
privilege and it is the duty of every citizen to oppose the
commencement or declaration of a war which he believes tﬁ
be unjust-or unnecessary, for war is at all times an evil whic
should be avoided so long as forbearance is not the greater
‘evil, butit is the duty of every citizen, whatever may be his
opinion in regard to the necessity or justness of the war, to give
to his Government his support, whenever she voluntarily or
by compulsion engages in such a contest; and I sincerely hope
and believe that there is no citizen of Texas so lostto his own
interest and duty, or whose mind is so deeply imbued with trea-
son asto be onds'e_d to the vigorous proseention of this war, or to
refuse to aid in
ment may think proper to enter into, whether it was waged in
defence of his own individual rights, or in the protection of the
spinning Jennies of abolitionists. It sufficient for us now to
know that our Government isengaged in war with Mexi-
co. In the result of this war, the people of Texas have and
feel adeep interest, and it our duty to give to our Government
in this contest our utmost energies.

. Inxcmplyu;ﬁ with the various requisitions made upon the
‘Executive of the State for troops, since the commencement of
the war‘, much inconvenience has been experienced in provi-
ding for the men, and forwarding them to the place of rendez-
vous, no means having been placed at the command of the Ex-
ecutive by the Legislature, to defray such expenses. Conse-
quently, the whole of that burthen has fallen on a few individ-

s, who have generously parted with their property for that

g" . ave been paid for the same.—
Such expenses should be shared equ

. the condition of our State Treasury is now such,

to enable usto pay the expenses which have been thus in-
curred, I would respectfully suggest, that an appropriation be
made for that purpose, and hold thesame as a claim against
the General Government. | _ '

The Mexican nation being vain of its own strength and

the prosecution of any other, which his Govern-

l



and i { the eapacity of the UM States
will doubtless be disposed to continue the war for some
to come, and as other ca ybe made upon our State for
troops, I most earnestly urge upor ,n the necessity of plaein

{ my successor, to enable him
to forward tm,th&place qfieudmuﬁ with promptness, such
forces as may hereafter be ealled for from Texas, to participate
in the war, or to guard our {rontier. Any advances made by
the State for these pmpwas. will be refunded by the th&%ner— N
al Government. s -'
About the close of the last or the begnmmg ‘the present
year, I learned through the newspapers, that Genera "Rém v
ney, who was in chief command of the United States forces in
Santa Fe had there established a Territorial Governn
within the limits of the State of Texas, and having lea ed
through the same source, that some alarming demonstra-
tions hadbeen made inthe Con of theUnited States, soon af-
ter the oommeneglent»ﬁf tﬁe% ast session, which seemed to
question the of Texas to that Territory, and claim it as
territory w was conquered by, and belonged to the
Umted Statea. exclusive of the rights and jurisdiction of Texas
over the same, and having had no explanation of that .
act on the part of the Gener&l Government, nor any as-
surance of its ultimate design, I regarded it as the duty of the
Executive of the State, to assert in due time, our unquesuow
ble right to the soil and jurisdiction overthat country. 1 ac-
_cordingly addressed a communication upon the sugiec% to the
Preuﬂdent;._, gh the Secretary of State of the U t@-&tﬁ.ﬁeﬁ,
u copy of which, fogether with the answer thereto, is
lummtb laid before you for your information, ? ~which it
will be seen, that the Pmsidentfﬂ]l ‘recognizes the clain
lodw&ioGrande,moordmglﬁherlimitﬂ, eclarec
Act of the C; ‘of the Republic of Texas, passed in
, 1836. 'l‘exzmsﬁ:l consented to enter th:i: Um&
ully understood by beo oontwdt!n‘g parties, thal e
fromntsmozthw its source, formed the rightinl
dary between Texasand Mexico, and Texas co Gl;ﬂ? |

any tre ) ween the United States and Mexico. > have
every m'ﬁll to be satisfied, that we have conﬂdtd t&nse

. .
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rightsin part to the keeping and management of the President
and his constititional advisers. : ‘ _
Since the organization of our State Government, our frontier
. settlements have greatly advanced, and are still rapidly ad-
vaneing under the liberal and eflicient protection given to them
by the orders of the President. Companies are now stationed
at all points where they are called for to project our people
against the thefts and hostilities of the various Indian Tribes.
. TheGeneralGovernment has found some inconvenience and em-
barrassment in the management of their Indian affairs in Texas
in conséqu_am_ of not owning or having full control aver our
publie and unappropriated land upon which the Indians roam.
 This inconvenience and embarrassment must daily increase
‘until the obstacles are removed. This consideration, together
with the various other reasons urged in my Message to the
Legislature at the beginning of its last Session, makes it my du-
ty to call your attention again to the subject of the sale of’ our
Egblic lands. 'The sale of our unappropriated domain to the
eneral Government will enable the State to pay her debt, and
and place it in the power of that Government to give to the
frontier of our State the most complete protection.
~During the last year a number of Indian Tribes, chiefly of
the Lipan Nation, came from Mexico and located themselves
~on the Rio Grande and on the head waters of the Colorado
" river, within the limits of the State of Texas,and seem to be
.‘-{lijsgxgsad.t.o remain in that region. N § i
~ Several of the chiefs of those tribes visited Executive of
the the State, at Austin, in January last, when they were in-
formed that the lands they occupied belonged to the State of
Texas, and that they could not be permitted to remain perma-
nently within the limits of the State. Leave was however giv-
en them to remain, provided they would conduct themselves
t’@ﬁﬂb’n and make a crop of corn, during which time it was
oped that the General Government could dispose of them by
removing them beyond the limits of the State. Soon after that
interview was had with those Indians, I addressed to the Sec-
retary of War of the United States a communication upon the
subject of their removal acopy of which, together with
the reply thereto is herewith laid before you.
Near the close of the last session, the Legislature passed an
act authorizing and requiring the Governor of the State to ap-
* point by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, one or
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more ot exceeding three persons oommism?tprs to select
proper place on which to erect a State Penitentiary, and making
rovisions for commel:femg"'ﬂ!e buildings, &e. That ac
ving passed so shorta time before the adjournment of the
Legislature, and at a time when the; Execnnve was much oe
tm,ned with other public busine: e promons of the act res
g‘mng the Executive tamunnate thdse commissioners to the
nate was overlooked, consequently no steps could be taken
duaring the recess of the Senate, towards carrying out the pro-
visions of that law: indeed it is questionable whether sufficient
time intervened between the passage of the law and thé ad-
Journment of the Lem e, to have enabled xecutive to
make a judicious selection of commissioners under the law @i
lns atl’aguon had been es directed to the subject. The
thnammedmtohereg:e ed &ﬂmcha prison is much
iy ed i 112 this Stateha ' 7
he Legislature Iected at its session to carry

out the provisions of :n];gwngssed by that body, requiring the
Commissioner of the General Land to be elected by joint
ba]lotofthelggﬁmm,tbataﬁeebecmmdn the 22d
day of December It is by no means clear, that the power
to ﬁl,l that vacancy is vested in thaExecnuve of the State. As
the Executive of the State, I would never exercise a doubtful
»wer, except in a case of great necessity, and would not even

in such cases, could its exercise prejudice the ghts of individ-
uals, . In the instance now comidﬁ whole business of
ever ' department of the Land Ofﬁcd was abaut to be suspended;
- hun and perhaps thousands of our citizens were anxiously
wmhma' 1o obtain patents for their lands; the whole records and

aper ofﬂm office, which contain so ma ligraafs of the valu-

able rights of the people, were about tﬁbe withont s.'k&eper
oved by these considerations, I determined to exercise a
doubtful por r,andapomtnCo" - until an election
conld be had by the lature to fill the place. I appointed
Col. Thos. Wm. Ward, agenﬂem&n who has for several years
ﬁﬂd{ﬁloﬁéemthgmat abili and ge The rights of no
individual ecan be prejudiced business pf ﬂm:
regularly transacted, whﬂst the Bhna and thou of
:f-'-f'i":-'. ‘have been accommodated, Several thons&nﬂﬁﬁ-
tents have been issued by the Conlllmmsigtmr nzemcer;ltsa?ﬂﬁ-
pointment, and inasmuch ‘as his right to act under t point-
ment may be questioned, 1 respect%ully suggest to the Legisla-
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ment o 'the Govemmant.
Seve:ral lmre been oomm&med by mdmdunls ma. he
. héectof wlnch, it is unde -

..cxaien bylhe Oou:; ‘the United Sta
tha ﬂmte ofTexas, usually termed ¢ !
Itmpmbable that some of these suits will be taken to the
preme Court of the Umtecl States before the next meeting o
wure of Texas in that event tite State will have
counsel rapremntﬁer interest in that court. , Our Stata
vast interests involved in this question, and it is thednty f 1
~agents of the people to protect them. b
In order to discharge that duty it will be necessary 10 mal
suitable provision by law to employ able counsel. "It is
known that thousands dthese claims are m emteme,e

%onld they be esta.bhghad as binding upon the State
4 Ei domain will be s.w@pt away by these ﬁ:a__
can :mtmthadmyoftgerepreseah

limpeopletoaﬂe.thatnmdenea Suits have been comm
in our State Courts, mvm-wn;pnrbofthe State to e
soma»of those chiﬂa,,a.nd it being all important t&tha

0 and fairly made in the -
hnmdurwbmugpafea o nor convel _tmalleasesfot i
GmmlaftheSmé_mamdtotham,the ut

a» en - we
R 3¢ gtlmt bemadb
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ly on the first Monday in November,—the Legislature convenes
on the second Monday of December next thereafter, and the
votes for Governor and Lieut. Governor must be counted, and
the names of the persons elected declared by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, during the first week of the session.
I think it Wi]lp be found from experience, that the time allowed
for making the returns of the electoral votes in such cases, is
‘too short. It would, therefore, be well to change the time of
ho]dinlﬁ these elections, or change the time of convening the
islature. '

The eleventh section of the fifth article of the Constitution
of the State provides that in all cases, except in those of treason
and impeachment, the Executive shall have power after convic-
tion, to grant reprieves and pardons; and under such rules as
the chlslatme may prescribe, he shall have power to remit
fines and forfeitures. The Legislature failed at its last session
to prescribe the rules which are to govern the Executive in re-
- mitting fines and forfeitures. And as some cases have hereto-
fore, and others may hereafter be presented which require the
exercise of the power intended to be given to the Executive by
the latter parf of said section, this subject requires legislative

action. ,
- Iherewith lay before you the reports of the Secretary of State,
Commissioner of the general Land Office, and the Adjutant
General, each of which contains suggestions of alterations in
the laws which haverelation to the different departments from
which they emanate. To each of these reports I call your at-

tention. _ '
- Ialso transmit, with this communication, the annual regms
of the Comptroller and Treasurer of the State, made to the Exe-
cutive according to the requisitions of the law, which show the
financial condition of the State. Each of these reports contain
important suggestions. It is especially important to notice tt
suggestions contained at length in the report of the Comptrgller,
to which I call the earnest attention of the Legislature.

A practice of interchanging laws, decisions of the supreme
courts, and other public documents, has grown up amongst the
States of the Union which is -mut_;uall{ beneficial. Under it an
easy and cheap means of obtaining the laws and decisions of
the courts of the sister States is established, which will enable
our judges and other public officers to aet}izaint themselves
with the laws and decisions of the courts of the other States.







¥ | 17

#«l n portions of the North upon this subject, I now lay

re youcopies of resolations passed by the Legislature of the
States of Rhode Island and Vermontmd recently forwarded to

' the Executive of Texas. fIt l:lp:i o that they shoizldge
accompanied by a copy of resolu sed in March last
thellegidmn'g{jfﬂp"ﬂmeofv ! vhich I likewise 1a§
before | on, and to which I ask your most faﬁmﬁh considera

f- tion. t right has Congress to pass a law which is to be

Fegit
seable, and perpetually to govern and control the do-

% lits” and '-“uthz mﬂgrnaipolioy of any State?
ha.ns  has thepe,opienf one portion of the States to pass -
©laws regulating and controling the rights of the citizens of another
State, where those wio make such laws have no rights as ci-
“tizens ? The Bouﬁdoeanotaak e Co of the U, States
srfe or indirectly, igh legislation or other-

er to establish or abolish slavery in any territory.
m iha; we ask is that the Repubhean pri pla of self-govern-

5—

ment shall not be abridged or led upon, that the povple
of each territory and State shall be t&pus laws suitable

their own taste and happiness, reatrainved ‘80 far #
hama'hxpressty with thexr litical powers ﬂ:e
anu’lntton of the United States. According to thlt naﬁmuen
the people of every territor; belon to the United States
~ have theé right to be admitted into the nion as a State, when-
) 4,ever they have a sufficient population, and presem 10 congresa
a Republican form of State government. No other
e legitimately made when the people of any territory clnlﬁﬁ
ssion into the Union as a State, I ‘presurne that the peo-
of Texas are satisfied to submit the uesﬂon df the acquisi-
f Territory to the decision of the Pre t %m
sﬁtntioml advisers, but when it is acquired, they cl
joint owners with the other States, tbey laim
vi m uch territory and should submit to no such cl
laof'nummﬁothejuuﬂ wensed of bein
in attaehment to the Union. we shown their a
and devotion to it by valnnhrily entering it.
‘i ThtﬁeSomhha?not sought nor did - dispute Gf
t is the result of an unj dlspositionon part of s
orthern States, to {::;rmeddle w1th tha ng'lm and institu-
of the South. Those Northern pe
-indnwourdu to;omwzththeoﬁmrsmof outh, in
l'eﬂlﬂng thea: efforts with manly firmness. When has any por-







